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3yOBbI UyMBI

BT10T pacckas rnosefaer Bam ABe siereHabl. PoXAeHHylo B rywWu... U
POXAEHHYI0 3a FOPOACKUMU CTEHAMM.

A, Tepxan, 3Hato ux obe n3 BUAEHUI, KOTOPbIE A0 CUX MOP NPECHEAYOT
MmeHs1. Cobupaiitechb xe u criyLianite Mot UCTOPUIO O MarneHbLKOM Maribynke-
Apynae... 1 0 TOM, BO YTO OH MpeBpaTuIics.

Yyma npotsiruBana cBouM YEpHble PyKu 4Yepe3 BCIO CTpaHy, U B KOHLeE
KOHLOB AocTurna HeborbLUoro ropogka Hepaneko or Bectmapia. Ero
KUTENMN 06paTUINCh K CBOEMY CHO3EPEHY C MPOCLOO O MOMOLLM, HO OH He
3axoten ux cnywarb. [Jaxe cevyac S cribiLly LernoT U CrIeTHU 06 UCTUHHOM
UCTOYHUKE TOW YyMbl — CIyXW, KOTOpbl€ pasAyloT nnams, Hascerga
ornanusLLee ropog.

Bce Ha4anochk ¢ pa3roBopa — v 3aKOHYMIIOChH KPOBOMPONUTUEM.



ZIAN

— Mon nopa, — ckasan Xonnc, 3anambiBas pyku, — NULLK yXKe He XBaTaeT.
KpecTbsHe MoryT B36yHTOBaTLCS, YCbILLIAB TakoW Npukas. A ecnu NormbHyT
KPECTbSIHE, HaLL ypOoXaii OCTAHETCS THUTb Ha MOMNsX HECOBPaHHBIM. ..

Ero cto3epeH npe3puTenbHO yCMexXHyIcs.

— [lpuctano N MHe TPEBOXWTLCSA O TPsA3HbIX NPOCTONOANHOB? A
ux nosermTenb. TBoui nosenutens. lNpocneau, 4tobbl Mosi Bonsi Gbina
MCMOSHEHa.

[pyron Baccan, ApfaH, OTKaLLNSANcs — 1 3BYK ryfiko pasHeccs no 3any.

— [lpocTnTe MeHs, cup, H-HO BaluW NOAM roriojatoT. BbiTb MOXET, Bbl
nepegymaete...

Kupek noHnman, 4to ux monbbbl octaHyTca 6e3 oTBeTa. Y HUX Gblnv aAena
1 NOBaXHee, Tak YTO HE CTOWUIO TepsTh BpeMmsl.

— Cup, 13 BecTmapLua npuLLv TPEBOXHbIE BECTU.

Ob6paluasick k cBoeMy nopay, Kupek 3ameTun kakoe-To ABWKEHWE crpaBa.
Yepes wernb Mexay KamHsIMU OH YBUAEN 3a CTEHOW ManeHbKoro mMarbvuka-
apyvaa, Baiinyma, koToporo ero CBETNOCTb MPUIOTUI elle MnageHUeM.
B obwecTtBe Baiinyma Kupeky Bcerga 6bino He no cebe. Manbuuk Bugen
CMULLKOM MHOTO, MOCTOSIHHO LUHBIPSIS MO 3aMKy, @ FOBOPWUI CIMLIKOM Mario.
O6LecTBY AeTeln CBOEro Bo3pacTa OH NpeanovuTan X1BYLLMX B 3aMKe KpbiC.
[axe cervac Ha nneve mansyuka cugena kpbica. OHa rpbi3na TkaHb ero
[OpPOrof TYHWUKW, @ Manb4uK, YTKHYBLUMCb HOCOM B XXMBOTHOE, CMOTPEn Ha
Kupeka efBa ocmbicneHHbIM 6e3ayLUHbIM B3rMsA0M.

— Yro Tam ewe? — npesputenbHO nposopyan nopa. — OnsTe 4TO-TO O
KPECTbSIHCKOM BOCCTaHUN?

— Cwup, ata HanacTb ropasgo cTtpawHee. OnacHas 6onesHb, koTopas
pacnpocTpaHsieTcs o4eHb BbicTpo. Ham coobLiatoT, YTto Thicsuu nogei
YMUPAKOT NPSIMO Ha ynuuax: UX Koxa MOKPbIBAETCS HapbiBamu, U3 KOTOPbIX
TeyeT rHol. W, cyos no Bcemy, GonesHb yxe [OCTMINa Hallero 3amka.
Kunpek WwymMHO crnoTHyn, o6epHyncs 1 nogan 3Hak CTPaxHUKy, CTOSIBLUEMY B
BecTubione. — Buammo, Yyyma npuuna B HaLWM 3eM1, MOW FrOCNOAMH.



— ECAU MO&XAAEELID AAA

HUX ©BDEAK®B, ®HU MOTYT
TOAAK®OMUTHCY TOBEDHU.

CTpaxHWK, HageB nepyaTkv U 3aKpblB TPSINKOW POT, MPUBOIIOK B KOMHATY
yenoBeka u 6pocun ero nepen cobpaswmmucs. Cepgue Knpeka 3abunocb
Yauye ot ctpaxa. OH He 3Han, kak oTpearvpyet nopd. 3Han OH Nulb, YTO
ero CBETMOCTb HWYErO He chenaeTr, ecnu He yBUAWT [okasaTenbcrsa
cob6CTBEHHBIMM Ma3amu. Tenepb AoKa3aTeNbCTBO CTOANO Ha KOMEHSIX nepes
HUM, ApoXa U KaLnss.

Jlopa OTKUHYNCS Ha CMWHKY TPOHa, Haxmypue 6poBu. KpecTbsiHWH
KalLNsiHYN M 3acToHan oT 6onu, Aaxe He yTepeB KanatoLllyo ¢ ryb CritoHy.
Ero nuuo u pyku nokpbiBany HapbiBbl. HeKkOTOpble UX HUX yxXe MOMHynu, v
M0 rPA3HON KOXeE KPECTbsiHMHA pacTekanacb GnecTsLas XupHas XUaKocTb.

Kvpek cHoBa 3aroBopur, yxe TuLle.

— AnTeKapu CUMTaloT, YTO 3TO M3-3a NONYMLL KpblCc 6ONe3Hb pasHocuTCS,
Kak necHon noxap. Ho B mpocToHapoabe roBOpsiT, YTO 3TO MOXET OblTb
NpoKnAThbe... Apyvaa.

Jlopa nokayan ronosown.

— 370 v NpaBAa NpoKnsATbe, HO APYMAbl He BUHOBaTbl. OHM ApYy3bsi 3TOrO
3amMka u TBoero rocnoguHa. [lyman, koro 06BuHATL, Kupek. Unu Tbi 3abbin,
4YTO MOV CblH KOraa-To 6bln ogHUM U3 HUX? Ecnu 6bl He apywabl, st Gbl
ocTancs 6e3 HacnegHuka.

Kvupek nogyman o Marnbuuke, LWNMOHMBLLEM 3@ HUMUW. OH 3agymMarcs, 3Han
nv Bannym paHbLue, KTO ero Hactoswme poautenun. Ecnu n He 3Han, To y3Han
Tenepsb. MNogenom emy 3a To, UTO NpsiTanca U nogcnyLumnear.

Kupek cHoBa obpatuncs k nopay.

— Bal cbiH NpUMaHUBaET KPbIC B 3aMOK, CUP, OTKapMnnBaeT X enown,
KoTopas Morfa 6bl yTonuTb ronog Baluvx nogaaHHbIX.

— KpbIcbl pegko ronopatoT, — BHe3anHo ckasdan Bawnym. Ero rpomkuii

roJyioc pasHeccd no scemy sany. — Ecnu noxaneelwb ans H1x 06beakoB, OHK



MOryT NonakoMuUTbCst TO6oW. Manbuuk ynblbHyncsi, 06HaxuB KpuBble 3yObl,
ycTaBuncsi Ha Kupeka cBOMMU TEMHbIMM rriasamu.

[MpourHopupoBsas ero Bbixoaky, Kupek npogomxun:

— Kak 6bl TO HU 6bINO, BaLl CbiH CNOCOGCTBYET PACcNPOCTPAHEHMIO YyMbl.
AnTekapu COBETYIOT BbIKypUTb 3TUX TBapemn U3 3amka U CxKevb...

— Monpuaepxu A3bIk, Kupek. Ecnn He xo4eLlb ero nuLumnTbes.

[MocnegoBana kopoTkasi naysa. Jlopg nepeBen B3rnsg ¢ Kupeka Ha
nexalyue Ha cTone nUcbMa, OXMAABLUME Ero BHUMaHWS.

— Bo3MOXHO, Mbl CMOXeM pelunTb 0be npobnembl 04eHb npocTo. MycTb
YepHb rofiofaeT U rHUeT, Beps B NpoknsTbe. CMepTb NOMOXeT cbepeyb eay u
3ameannTb pacnpocTpaHeHune Yymbl. MTak, BOT BaLUy NpuUKasbl.

Kupek B3rnsiHyn Ha cBoux ToBapuwien, Xonnca v ApgaHa, Hagescb Ha
MOMOLLb, HO YBUAES, kak nompayHenu ux nuua. Crnoea nopaa yHUHTOXUMN
BCSIKYl0 Hapexay Ha cnaceHue Hapoaa. /13 Bcex cobpaBLUMXCs AOBOSbHLIMU
BbIFMSAENN TOMbKO NOPA W ero NpUeMHbIi CbiH. KaxkeTcs, manbymk 6bin pag,

YTO Er0 XBOCTATLIM APY3bsiM HUYTO He Yrpoxaro.

7\

[MpoLUNO HECKOMbKO MECALIEB.

310 Bpemsi cTanu HasblBaTb Benukum Mopom. Mop npoHeccsi BO
BecTmapily 1 B KOHUe KOHUOB 3abpan fgaxe nopaa. MNornbno 6Gonblue
nonoBuHsbI xuTenen. Mo npocbbe BbRKMBLLKNX Kupek, Xonnc n ApaaH npuHsnu
Ha cebsi HenmpocTylo porb npasBuTenen. MocnegoBaB COBETY anTekapewn,
OHM cTanu 3a6oTUTbCA O caMbix 06E300NEHHBIX U Aaxe COBCTBEHHOPYYHO
oymLLanu ropof OT 3a4yMIEHHbIX TPYMOB.

B3BanuB Ha nneyvo, kak MeLLIOoK 3epHa, eLle oAuH Tpyn, Kupek n3o Bcex cun
noctapancs 3agepxatb AplxaHue. 3a nocnegHne HecKonbko AHEN €ro yxe
MHOTO pa3 TOLUHWUMO OT 3MOBOHMSI THUIOLWEN NOTW W MOMHYBLUMX HApbIBOB.
XOTS OH TBepAOo PeLLN MOMOYb ropozy, OH efiBa MOT BbIHOCUTb 3anax cMepTu
1 pasnoxeHus. MoXopoH He 6blNo — WX 3aMeHUnU KOCTPbl U3 TPYMOB.

Mpasaa, Ana ero CBETNOCTU cAenanu ucknoyeHne. B koHUe KoHLOoB nocrne



[ONrMX MpUNagKoB Kawns v yaywbs nopg ymep. W umenHo Kupek onyctun
ero 6esfblxaHHOE Terno B MOrumy, Kotopyto Bbipblnu Xonnc u ApgaH. OHu
6bl OXOTHO MOXOPOHWUMY W €r0 ChiHa-APYMAA, OAHAKO Marbimk ncyes. [JormkHO
6bITb, cbexan u3 3amka B Gonee 6GesonacHble 3eMnU UM yMepP B KakoM-
HWByab NOTaeHHOM Yrorke, rAe ero HUKTo He yBuaen. Hy u cnasa Hebecam,
— nopyman Kvupek. OH KuHyn Tpyn B KOCTEP W NOAHSAM CreyoLun.

Xonnc paccmatpusas Teno Ha nnedve Kupeka.

— A aToT npaBaa MepTB? Tbl yBEPEH?

Kupek cbpocun Howy u B3rsiHYN Ha nuuo ymepluero. [nasam ero
npefcrana macka u3 pybLoB, CTPYMbEB U 3€MIEHOTO rHOS.

[MpucmoTpeBLwNCh, Knpek cKpuBmm poT OT OTBPALLEHUS.

— 3710 oH. Manbuuk-gpyuna. a yx, BeCb B 0TLI@ — HUKYEMHBIIA, YTO KMBOW,
41O MepTBbIA. COXOKEM-Ka ero nockopee.

Yronok pra Bannyma gepHyncs. [Jaxe Ha nopore CMepTV OH yMyapuncs
oCKarnuTb CBOM OCTpble 3y0bl B yrbIGKe.

AppaH axHyn oT yAVUBMEHWS:

— OH xwuB!

Kupek He Halwen B cebe xanoctu.

— 370 ero nbuMmble KpbICbl pa3Hecnn Yymy Tak BbicTpo, 3y6 pat. Ero
rHUNoe ApywAcKoe Hacneave BMHOBATO. Ero cMepTb MOMOXET NONOXUTb
KoHel Yyme. 3atem Kupek obpatuncs k Baitnymy, koTopblil Ansi cCMepTENibHO
605bHOr0 Yymoii Gbinl MOpPa3nTENbHO CMOKOeH. — [OTOB 3aKOHYUTL CBOE
Xankoe cyllecTBoBaHue, Manbivk? Ham-To oHo AaBHO Hafoeno.

C atumu cnoeamu Kupek 6pocun 6e3BonbHOe ckprodeHHoe Teno Bannyma
B kocTep. MogHancs AblM, 3aliMneno 3aHoBO B3METHYBLUEECs Namsi.

Yxopas, TpOe MyX4YMH paspasusiucb XeCTOKMM cmexoM. Mm BTopuno
notpeckuaHume orHs. OguH pa3 Kupek oGepHyncs, u ysugen, kak no6
Baiinyma nokpbincsi cBexum croem nota oT MoAcTynatowero xapa. OroHb
6bIn1 Bce brivke.

Kupek nogoxaan, noka oH He KOCHETCA KOXW Manbyuka, uccyllasi ee,
NULLb 3aTeM OTBEPHYMCS.



ZIAN

Mpowwnu rogpl.

M Bce atu rogbl npogomkancs Benukuii Mop. K koHuy ero Kupek, ApgaH u
Xonnc okasanuck obrnapatensmy GoraTcTB U BMACTW, O KOTOPbIX paHblue He
MO 1 MevTath. VX obLuMpHble cenbckue BnadeHust Bbinn YXOKEHHbIMU U
6e3MATEXHBIMY — NPOCTOHAPOALE CTPEMUIIOCH OTONAroAapUTh Kaxaoro U3 H1X
3a NoABUIY BO BPEMS! NMOBETPUS YyMbl. OHU HE 3HamnM HW YCTanocTy, Hi TPEBOT.
OtbnarogapvB Bcex TPOWX 3a repovam, HOBbIV JIOpPA MOPYYMN UM MmocrneaHee
3afaHue: NpocneauTb 3a YHUHTOXEHUEM MPbI3YHOB B ropoae. Beab aaxe nocne
yXoAa YyMbl KpbiChbl ocTanmch. OHW noepany 3anackl 3epHa U MOFM CHOBa
pacnpocTpaHnTb 6onesHb. Xy»Ke Toro, OHU CTanm BeCT cebsi CTpaHHO: CAULLKOM
OXMBMEHHO, CIIOBHO CKOPO AOMKHO ObINO CRy4nUTbCA YTO-TO TaKoe, Yero OHu
AaBHo xxaanu. KpectbsiHe Aaxe yTBepxaani, YTo BUAENW, Kak KpbIChbl €AVNHBIM
OrPOMHbIM NOTOKOM MEPEABUraloTCs HOYbIO MO NepeysikaM.

— S Ayman, Mbl JOCTATOMHO MOTPATUIIN BPEMEHU, 0YULLAs rOpof OT TOW
MPOKIATON YyMbl, HO BOT Mbl ONsiTb 6peaem no crtokam. MpsMo kak KpbiChl,
Ha KOTOPbIX OXOTUMCS.

Kvpek ocBeTvn ¢akenom TeMHbI TYHHENb B Nouckax cnefos obutaHus
KpbIC. B opyron pyke oH Aepxan MeLoK ¢ NOMMaHHbIMY FPbi3yHamu, KOTOpble
130 BCEX CUI1 CcTapanuchb BbipBaThes. Y ApdaHa B pykax Toxe 6bin NosHblii
KPbIC MELLOK — HO KPbIChbl B HEM Bbinu yxxe oTpaBneHbl S40M anTekapei.

BepHyBLUMCb K BXOAY B CTOKM, OHW cobupanncb 6pocuThb Kpbic B KOCTEP.

— A kyna xe 3anponactuncst Xonnc? Mmexem MpencnogHen, ysunmeaTb
oT 06513aHHOCTEN — 3TO Ha Hero He NoXoXxe.

— HaBepHoe goma, onycToLuaeT cBoW BUHHbIN norpe6. 3aBuayto emy. —
ApAaH OKUHYN B3rSA0M OKpYXaBLUKE UX FPS3Hble KaMeHHbIe CTeHbl. — MHe
37ecb He no cebe. Kaxercs, 4To 9TO 3@ Hamu KTO-TO CIeAUT.

Kupek cornacHo kuBHyn. C Tex nop Kak OHW BOLLMK ciofda, eMy Toxe Bbino
He no ce6e. OH YyBCTBOBan B3N/ ThiCAY a3, KOTopble HAbMAaNu 3a HAM.
XOTS1 OH He MOT UX BUAETb, STOT B3rMsiA Obin kak Tshxenas Hola.

— [aBan yinaem otctoga u otnpaBnMcs k Xonncy. Yem ckopee Mbl OCTaBUM



no3aam aTy BOHb, TEM JlyyLLE.

Ho nopomas k pgomy Xonnca, OHW yBuAenuW, YTO BXogHas ABEpb
npuoTtkpbiTa. Mebenb Gbina packupaHa M M3noMaHa — Kasanocb, YacTb
ee faxe norpblanu. B kaMmuHe meaneHHO Tnenu yrnu. POCKOLUHbIe KOBPbI
B FOCTUHON BbiNaykaHbl YepHON cnu3bto. Crieq M3 crv3u npuBen B NOKOW
Xonnca u k ero kposatu. Ha nepuHe He GbINIO HUYErO, KPOME KPbICUHOTO
Yepena, U3pe3aHHOro HE3HAKOMbIMU U CTPaHHBIMU pyHaMMU.

Y HUX He 0CTanocb HWU TEHN COMHeHMs. Xonnc nponan.

Ero 3abpano He4YTo U3 CTOKOB.

Sy L

ApAaH NoAHAM KPyXKy U 3anneTaioLmnMcst 13bIKOM NMPOV3HEC TOCT:
— 3a Hallero oTCcyTCTBYOLLEro Apyra.

Y TaBepHbI, A€ OHW CUaEni, He BbiNo Ha3BaHKs!, HO B HEN MOXHO ObINo HanTH
XOPOLLNW 31b, HEMIIOXYIO ey U, YTO BaXKHEE BCETO, MOSHYI0 aHOHUMHOCTb.

Onb nepenuncs Yepe3 Kpal HOBbIX KpyxXek, KoTopble oduumaHTka
nocraeuna Ha cToliky. Kupek u ApgaH egsa 3ametvnu ux. OHW yxke Bbinunu
MO LWECTb KPY>KEK Kaxabli, CMOpsi O TOM, YTO Xe MOTTIO CIy4YUTbCsi C XOMMCOM.
Ho paxe mope ansi He Morno 6bl CMbITb U3 MX MAMSITU YBUAEHHYIO B €ro JoMe
KapTuHy. Kupek BepTen B pyke KpbICUHbIN Yepen, pa3rmsablBasi ero B CBeTe
NOTPECKMBAIOLLIErO KaMuHa.

3aTeM OH MoAHSN KPY>KKY U yAapui o Kpyxky ApaaHa.

OdbuumaHTKa BbiTEPNa CTOWKY TPSINKOW.

— W kak xe oH ymep?

— 5 He roBopun, 410 OH ymep, — Kupek 3anpokuHyn ronosy u caenan
HecKonbko GOMbLUMX MOTKOB 9Ms, 3aTeEM BbITEP POT TbiNIbHON CTOPOHOIA
nagoHu. — OH nponan.

LLlenkas s3bIkoM, opmLUmaHTKa nokavana roroBoiA:

— Kak xanb. Ho B nocnegHee BpeMsi TyT 4acTo ctanv nponagatb Noau.

[onoc ApgaHa gpoxan Tak Xe CUMbHO, Kak 1 KpyXKa B ero pyke.

— 370 He npocTo KpbicWHbIA 4Yepen, Kupek. [MocmMoTpu, kakon OH



OrpoMHbIN...  HaBepHoe, kpbica 6bina 4ymHasi. [OBOpAT, TakuMe KpbiChl
pasmMepoM C KOLWKY. A 3TU pyHbl... [loxoxu Ha pyHbl ApynaoB. Kak Tbl
aymaelub...

— Ycnokowics, npusitenb, — Kupek HepBHO OrMsHYmNCs.

OdmumaHTKa cnerka Hamnpsirnace.

— PyHbI ApynaoB., rosopute?

— [a, n uto ¢ Toro? — nposopyan Kupek. OH npegnoyen 6bl, 4ToObI OHa
He neana He B CBOE A€enO.

— MoxeT, 310 He BaxHO. Ho A cnbilwana pacckasbl O CyLUecTBe C AyLLIOW
ThICSYY rPbI3yHOB. BbiTepes pyku o hapTyk, obuLmaHTka HaknoHUNnach kK HUM
no6nvxe. My>41Hbl BHUMATENbHO CryLlanu.

— OTO CyLEeCTBO HOCUT Ha Luee NOTepTbI AWUCK, HA KOTOPOM Bbipe3aHbl
pyHbl. HekoTopble roBopsAT, Y4TO 3TO NpUMaHKa, KoTopasi ToMoraeT coBepLuaThb
ybuiictBa. OH yTackvuBaeT XepTB B CTOKW, [Ae BMECTE CO CBOMM MOMYULLEM
KpbIC MOeAaeT 1x Mo3ru U rnasa.

Hekotopoe Bpemsi Myx4uHbl Monyanu, 3atem Kupek npespuTenbHo
YCMEXHYICS.

— EpyHpa. Ckopee Bcero, Xonnc Bbivrpan B kapTbl, 1 3TO KOMY-TO CUSIbHO
He NMOHPaBUIOCh.

ApAaH LYMHO CTMOTHYI.

— [lymaellb, B CTOKax CKpbIBAETCS...  YTO-TO MOTYCTOPOHHEE?

Mma3sa oduumaHTkm 3abnectenu.

— YBepeHa, 3T0 BCero nuilb cnyxu. Baw apyr ckopo o6bsBuTcs.

LN

[MpoLLUNO HECKOMbBKO YacoB.

MonHasi nyHa 3acTbifia HW3KO Haj FOPU3OHTOM, 03apsisi COMIOMEHHbIe
KPbILLUM U MOLUEHble BynMbPKHUKOM YMunLibl XOMOAHLIM rony6biM CBETOM.
B ntobovi gpyroii Bevep 9T0 3penuile 6bino Gbl MPUSATHBIM, HO 3Ta HOYb
kasanacb Knpeky cnvwikom TemHow. brneck B rmaszax ouumaHTku, korga oHa

roBopuna o XWBYyLLEW B CTOKax TBapu, — BOT BCE, O YEM OH MOl Aymartb,



korga 6pen gomow HetBepgoun noxogkon. OT ee
pacckasa y Hero rno crnuHe npobexan CTpaHHbIi
xonopok — v Kupek o cux nop ero 4yBcTBOBAn.

A elle y HEro He BbIXOAUN W3 TrOMOBbI
nponaswnin  Apyr. Bewiga 13 ovepeaHoro
nepeynka, OH YBWAEN HECKOMbKO KPbIC MpsMO
nocpeau ynuubl.

— O, a BoT u Bbl. [lepByld KpbiCy OH
OTLUBLIPHYN HOMOW B CTEHy; BMecTe C ee
nocrnefHMM MUCKOM OH  ycrblllan  BRaxHbIA
3BYK yAapa, KOTOpbli eMy O4YeHb MOHPAaBUIICS.
Crenyiolyto KpbiCy OH pasgaBun, packpoLuvB
Yyepern rpbisyHa 0 MOCTOBY0. CMepTb Kawaoro
KPOLLEYHOrO CyLLeCTBa NPUHOCUIA EMY XECTOKOE
YAOBOMbCTBME.

Ha pgpyron cTopoHe ynuubl OH 3ametun
TEMHbI BXoA B CTOKW. Kupek He Mor otaenartbest
OT YyBCTBa, YTO OTTYy/Aa 3a HUM KTO-TO Habntogaer.
Ho «kto? lNomepewmnocs emy unu B TeMHOTe
1 npaBda CBETATCA ABa ManeHbKWX 3efeHblX
rnaza? OH MOPrHyn 1 rnasa ucyesnu.

— Tyna Tebe n gopora, TBapb, — MNpoBop4Yan
OH 3anneTarLMMcs A3bIKOM.

Yepes napy MUHYT OH YyxXe 3axoaun B CBOW
nom. Emy He Tepnenoch fneyb B kpoBaTb psiioM CO
CBOEl XXeHol 1 3abbiTbca cHoM. Ero nmocneaHen
MbICIbIO Npef TeM, Kak ynacTb Ha noayLuKy, 6bina
MbICMb O XOMMCe W KPbICUHOM Yepene.

M ManeHbKnx CBETALLMXCA 3eMeHbIX rnaskax.



OUTYPA, KETHEVIO ©H YBUAEA

CHAYAAA TTOKA3AAACDH EMY KYYEHU
FPBISYH®B, A HE YEA®BEKOM.

Mpowen geHb.

Moaxopsa k gomy ApaaHa, Kupek yBuaen OTKpbITylO OBEPb. OTO CMLLKOM
CUMbHO HaMoMMHaro O BYepaLLHeM BU3WTe B oM Xonnca. OH MeAfieHHO Luen
no TEMHOMY [JOMY, MOPLLACh OT YaBKaKOLLETO 3ByKa CBOMX LLArOB Mo KAMEHHOMY
nony. EMy 66110 CTpaLlHO 3axeyb CBeYy U TOUHO Y3HaTb, YeM ucnadkaH non. B
3aHeit YacTy ;lOMa OH BCe-Taku yBUAEen rmyBboKyro 1yxKy YepHOMN JKIKU.

Bce xe oH nowen ganblue. e xe ApgaH u ero xeHa? Hecmotps Ha
CBOW CTpaxu, OH Hallen B TEMHOTE CBeYy W 3axer ee, JOCTaB M3 kapMaHa
OrH1Bo. MeaneHHO NOBEPHYBLUMCH, OrNsAen KOMHaTy... U 3acTbin. K ropny
noacTynuna TowHoTa.

K kpoBaTu 6biny npuBsA3aHbl ABe OUrypbl, KOCTU Kaaon Obinm HauncTo
obrnogaHbl. ApaaH. Kaccangpa. lNMoctenb 6bina 3anvTa KpoBbio U ApYrMun
XKMOKOCTSIMM — TaK CUIIbHO, YTO TKaHb He cMmorra BnuTathb Bce. Mon 6bin
McnavkaH KpoBblo M ocTaTkamu xpsileit. Mexay Tpynamu Ha KpoBaTu nexan
OFPOMHbIN KPbICUHBIN Yepen, Ha KOTOPOM Bbinu Bblpe3aHbl pyHbl. Takon xe,
Kak 1 HanaeHHbI B goMe Xonnca.

Kvupeka cTtowHuno, n oH 6pocuncst npoyb M3 goma. Ero cepaue beleHo
KONOTUOCh, CIIOBHO MblTasiCh BblpBaThCs U3 rpyan. EMy Hapo 6birno 6exatb.
Emy Henb3si 6bino cTosiTb Ha MecTe. EMy HyxHo 6bino gobpatbest 4o AoMa.
CwmepTb ApaaHa u ucyesHoBeHue Xonnca ybeamnu B ToM, YTO OCTaBaThbCsl B
ropofe emy 1 ero ceMbe 6bI10 OnacHo.

OH Gexan ckBO3b TbMy, HO ero OTBrieKan LuapkalLlmin 3ByK Mo3agu.
OrnsigbiBasicb Yepe3 Mnevo, OH HWKOTO He BWUAEN, HO ero He nokuaano
OLLYyLLEHME, YTO CMUHY ero kTo-To BypaBuT B3rnaaoM. C kaxdbiM B3[0XOM
naHuka Bce ycunueanacb. Kak xe emy pobpatbcs go goma? Ecnu oH
npueeneT Tyda aTy TBapb...

3actaBuB cebs 3abbiTb XyTKylo cueHy B goMe ApaaHa u KaccaHppebl,



— KPBICHIFE Al KO MHE

AD®BPEE, YEM AIOB®U U3
AOAEV. —

Kupek yckopun war. Kto y6un ApaaHa ¢ xXeHow, Aa eLle Tak xxecTtoko? Moxer,
ropofckasi ctpaxa no npukasy ux HoBoro nopaa? MoXeT, ux HOBbIN Clo3epeH
— MyApblid, HO BpeMeHaMu HEeNpeackasyemblii YenoBek — okasarncs
HegoBONeEH UX HeyaavyHon 6opbbor ¢ HalWeCcTBUEM rpbi3yHOB? Bapyr y Hero
KOHYMMNOCb TepneHne? Ho 3ayem 3axoauTb Tak Janeko — KasHuUtb ux? A
€CIn1 BUHOBAT HE OH, TO KTO?

Wnu yro?

loBOpSAT, YTO y 3TOrO CyLecTBa AyLla ThICSYU rPbI3YHOB. ..

CnpsiTaBlUMCb Yy Bxofa B CTOKW, Kupek 3agymarcs, He ocTtaTbcs v
BHYTPM, NOKa OH He ybeauTcsi, 4To M3GaBMUIICS OT CNEXKU — eCnn TOSbKO 3a
HUM AesicTBUTENbHO cneamnu. 3ateM OH BCMOMHWI, YTO MO CTOKaM MOXHO
nobpatbea oo ero foma. bonblue He pa3gymbiBasi OH MOLIEN MO TEMHbIM
noToKaM, Onupasicb Ha CKOMNb3KWE OT CAN3K CTEHBI.

MuvHOBaB CMOTbIKAKLWIENCA MNOXOAKOW HECKONMbKO TyHHenew, Kupek
ocTaHoBuIca B GornbLioM 3ane. Yepes noTtonok 3ana npobuBanmch KOpHM,
1 B OCTaBMEHHbIE UMM LUENW NPOHUKan NyHHbIN cBeT. Knpek pewumn, yto
HaxoduTCs rae-To Nof NOPOCLUEN AePEBbSIMU FMABHON NNoLaabto.

OH 3agymarcsi, ycnbllat nv ero HaBepxy ero kpuku. Bnepeau BuaHenmce
06noMKM KOCTEWN, MOABELLUEHHbIX K MOTOMKY Ha LWHypKax. Yaapsisice Apyr o
Opyra, OHU MOCTYKMBAaIM, KaK >yTKoBaTble KONokonbymku. 3an 6bin 3aBaneH
IMUHSHBIMW FOPLIKaMU CaMblX pa3sHbIX Pa3MepoB — B HEKOTOPbIX Gbinu
nocaxeHbl pacTeHus, B Apyrux paspacranucb pasnuyHblie rpubbl. K ogHom
M3 CTEH MPUCIIOHUIIOCH CTapoe KONeco OT MOBO3KW, CTaBLUEEe ONopoi Ans
nnwowa. B yrny ctosina kpoBaTtb, 3aBaneHHas FHUOLLMMM LUKYPaMMW XUBOTHBbIX.
VX pe3kuii 3anax 4yBCTBOBArCs no Bcemy 3any.

B ueHTpe cTosin KOTENn C KUNSLLEN XWXKeWl, Ha NOBEPXHOCTU KOTOPOW

nnasanun Yyepena Mesnkux XXNBOTHbIX.



CMEPTDH, BBIT®AHSIY @ TAAHHbBIU

WENS®TOM MNPUKAI3, TA&XUPAAA
Ef @ TbICANbIE [EABAHD X PTOB.

Cepaue Kupeka 3abunocb yawe. Osupasicb, OH uckan Bbixod. Barnsg
ynan Ha Topyalluii M3 3apocneit YenoBe4ecknini Yepen 1 ckonneHune rpubos
Ha rpybo BblCE4YEHHON CTeHe. BHe3anHo OH ycnbllwan HU3KWIA U FyNKuiA CMex
Ha ApYrom KoHLe 3ana.

durypa, KOTOpYto OH yBWAEN, CHayana nokasanacb eMy Kyyei rpbi3yHoB,
a He yenosekoM. Ho 3atem Kupek noHsin, Y4to 310 BCe e Obin YenoBek —
OfEXO0N KOTOPOMY CRYXWNO HECKOSbKO CroeB LWKyp. JIMuo He3HakoMmua
CKpbIBan KanoLoH 1 Macka. Ha Lee, 6eapax u gaxe Ha obyBU OH Hocwn
KOCTW W Yepena, HaHW3aHHble HA KYCKW TKaHW W LUHYPKW. A Ha LUMPOKOM
nneye BUCENO HEYTO MOXOXee Ha CBA3KY MEPTBbIX KPbIC.

— lMpowy Tebs... A He xoTen... 1 NPOCTO XO4y BbIGpaTbcs oTctoaa, — C
Tpyaom npobopmotan Kupek.

HesHakomel, cHoBa paccmesncst. OH CHSAM KanowoH U macky, n Kupek
yBUAEN, YTO €ro Jbicasi rofioBa MokpbITa TaTyuposkamu. M Bce xe YTo-To B HEM
ka3anocb Kupeky 3HakoMbiM. OcTpble 3y6bl, KOTOpble TOT 0BHaXWN B YrbIGKe.

Kupeka 3axmecTHynu BOCMOMWHAHWS. Y Hero nepep rnasamu CTosn
Masb4vK, KOTOpbIM Korda-To 6bin aTOT Yenosek. Kupek oTkalunsncs.

— Thbl... Tbl MPUEMHbIN CbiH CTaporo nopga. Tbl... Tbl Bbbkun. Bannym,
Befb Tak Tebs 30ByT?

— Tak MeHs 3Banu, — croBa Mepeluny B CTPaHHYK YCMeLUKy, a Ha
nneyo 3abpanacb kpynHas YepHas kpbica. Tbikasicb HOCOM B poT Bannyma,
3Bepek, kasanoch, NbiTancst ero nowenosarb. — Ho Tenepb s HeYTo ropasgo
6onbluee.

Ha agywe y Kupeka ctano coBcem Tsxeno. OH He 6bin yBEpeH, 4To 3a HUM
cneaun UMeHHo Bainym, Ho YyBCTBOBar, YTO Kax/dasi KOCTOYKa B €ro Tene
Xaxgana nokuHyTb 3TO MeCTO.

[oBOPSIT, YTO y 3TOrO CyLecTBa Aylla ThiCAYU rPbI3YHOB...

U Bce xe KleeK HE MOT NMoLLUEeBENTUTBLCA.



— lMoyemy Tbl XMBELLb 30€Cb, @ HE HA MOBEPXHOCTU? 3aMOK...

— 3amok — npoknsiTbe 3TUX 3eMenb, — ronoc Baiinyma 6bin xonogHsIM
Kak nepn. — XXvutenu ropoga yHUHTOXMIN fieca, YTobbl NOCTPOUThL hepmbl, 1
OCKBEPHUIN 3Ty 3emrto cBouMy oT6pocamu. OHW OTpaBunv BO3AYX AbIMOM,
a peku — HeunctoTamu. A Tenepb Mou Apy3bsi BEPHYT cebe ykpageHHble
TIOABMU 3eMIN.

Kupek nokayan ronosoi. OH 6bin B pacTepsiHHOCTU. EMy Hy>HO 6bIno yto-
TO npuAymartb, OTBREYb 9TOro Yenoseka. Yka3aB Ha pasmbiTble TaTyupOBKU
Bawinyma, Kupek ckasan:

— OTM 3HaKN Ha TBOEW KOoXe... VIX He BbIno, Koraa 6bin XXUB TBOW OTeLl.
3ayem oHu Tebe?

— OHu pacckasblBaloT Mot nctoputo. O ToM, Kak s poc B 3TUX CTOKax.
A cam ux Hapucosan. Bainywm ynbiGHyncs. MNMornaame ceBucaroLime ¢ ero
nneya AJIMHHbIE KPbICKHbIE XBOCTbI U MOCTYy4aB KOHYMKaMW ManbLeB Mo
BUCSLLMM HaZ, HUMU Yepenam 1 Tpynam, OH NPOAOIKUIT:

— OTO MOM poAWYM, KOTOPbIX S HaLLen MepTBbIMU. Tenepb OHU CHOBa CO
CBOMM BESIMKMM 3aLLUTHUKOM. A 3TO...

OH npoBen nagoHbio MO AMNVHHBIM U OCTPbIM KOCTSIM, BUCEBLUMM Yy HEro
Ha 6egpe.

— 370 cBoero pofa Tpoden. Kaxablin U3 HMX 3HaMeHyeT y6uTtoro Bpara.
Moka 4To y MeHsi ux HemHoro, Ho st Aobyay elle. BoT aTu YyeTbipe — HOBbIE.
Xouellb B3MMsHYTb? — OH MOAHAN OAHY U3 KOCTEN, — dTa Koraa-To 3Bana
TebS cBOMM MyXeEM.

— Mos... xeHa... Thbl...

lope obpywunocs Ha Kupeka HenocunbHoW Howei. MoyBa yuwna y
Hero u3-nog Hor, u, ocnabes, oH ynan Ha koneHu. Ero xeHa 6bina mepTBa.
Bo3mMoxHo, ee ybunm npuMepHo Tak e, kak xxeHy ApaaHa.

— 4... 8 NoHMMalo, Kak Noxo NocTynun ¢ To6ow, Apyua, — OH roBOPUI
YyTb N He BbiCTpee, YeM Mor obaymatb cBou crnoBa. — S npouwly y Tebs
npoLueHus, Ho Tebe He 06s3aTenbHO MeHs yomBaTb...

— 3710 A cam peLuy. A 6yay TBOUM CyAbel, a KpblCbl — MOUMU NMPUCSXKHBIMU
1 nanavamu. Baiinym cxan 4entocTu, a ero NpuLLlypeHHble rnasa 3aropenmcb

APOCTHLIM orHeM. OH caenan Lwar K pbligatoLiemy Kupeky.



— Tbl OCTaBUN MeHs ymmpaTb!

— A yxxe ckasan, 4To packausatocb! [lpoctu meHs! Ymonsio!

Bannym LuenkHyn s3bIkom.

— Kpbicbl 6binv k0 MHe fobpee, Yem noboin 3 nogeir. Korga Tbl Gpocun
MeHS! B KOCTEP, 3TO OHW CNACNV MeHs!, YHECTIN C TOI Ky4un TPynoB. 3a 3Tu rofbl
OHW CTanu MOVMM rfasamu 1 ylamu — B 0O6MeH Ha MO MOMOLLb U 3aLLMTY.
Kpome Hux, y MeHst HET Apy3ei. KpoMme HUX, Y MeHsi Hukorga He 6bino apysen,
— OH nokavan rofnioBor. — JTo He Yyma 6bina npoknaTbeM. MpoknsTeemM
Bceraa 6binu noau.

Kupek nonbitancs BCtatb, HO He cMor. OH MOr AymaTb MULLb O CBOEW XeHe
N CBOMX APY3bsiX, O TOM, HACKOMbKO MYyYUTENbHON, AOMKHO BbiTb, Bbina nx
cmepThb. M Hackonbko Hecnpaseanveon. [opsiumne cnesbl CKaTUIMUCh MO ero LY.

— Moxanyictal Monto Tebs, apyna. Otnyctn meHs! Mnu xota 6bl y6ei
6bICTpO.

— Ckaxu MHe, — Bainym npuctanbHo nocmoTpen B rnasa Kupeky, —
rOTOB NN Tbl 3aKOHYUTb CBOE XKarnkoe CyLecTBOBaHWE?

Kupek nsgan gywepasavparoLmin Bonsb.

Bannym [OTPOHYncs A0 KakoW-TO BeLUMLbl, BUCEBLUEA Y Hero Ha Liee.
MoxeT, 1o 6bin TanucmaH? Ero ry6bl 3alleBenunuch, HO LIENOT, KOTOPbIii
yenbiwan Kupek, paspasancs u3 Apyrvx ycT. Xop M3 TbiCs4W TOf10COB
NPOM3HOCUN HEe3HaKoMble croBa. Ho CKpbITLIN B 3TUX CrOBax CMePTENbHbIN
YMbICEN OH OTMNYHO MOHSIN.

370 6bIN He TanucmaH. Het. 31o 6bina npumaHka.

Kpbicbl cBeranucb B komHaTy otoBctody. OHWM MOKpbIMM Becb Mof
NMNOTHO OKpyXwunu Kupeka. Ero ylwm 3anonHun ux ornyLunTenbHbliA NMcK U
HECMOJITKaIOLLMI CKPEXET KOTTEeN No KaMHAM, NMeck BoAbl NOA UX nankamu.

Bannym cxBatun Kupeka 3a BOMOCbI, MPOTALUMM €ro 4Yepes CKomuLie
KPbIC 1 C cunoi yaapun o cteHy. OH cka3an CBOMM MarneHbKUM MOAPYYHbIM
HECKOMbKO HEMOHSATHbIX cnoB. MoxeT, 3To 6binu koMaHabl? 3aTeM KpbiCbl
noTawuinm Ux Npovb Ha CBOMX CrMUHax. MMOKWHYB 3an, OHU MOHECHUCb K
BbIXOZY W3 TYHHEns.

CHapyxWu, Heganeko OT BblXxofa, ropen MocrneaHuin KocTep B ropoge.

VmeHHO 3pecb Kupek ¢ Apy3bsiMu XOTEN CxXe4b ropOACKMX KpbiC. IMEHHO



37ecb 3Bepbky Bpocunu kpuyallero, bblowerocs B aroHun Kupeka. Cxsatue
[OBOpsiHUHA, Baiinym ¢ yamBuTensHOM curoin 6pocun ero B OroHb.

— Het! — 3akpuuyan Kupek. OH npoTsHyn pyku K Apyvay, HO cMmor
yXBaTUTbCA NULb 3a OOHY M3 pesHblX KOCTel Ha wee Bannyma. Bonb
oboxrna koxy Kupeka, korga oroHb gobpancs fo Hero. Ero Tteno 6bino
HacTONbKO U3paHeHo, 4YTo OH Bonblue He MOr COMPOTMBASTLCS, AaXe Koraa
nnams oxXBaTuo ero NMoTh.

CMepTb, BbIMOJHSS OTAAHHBIN LWENOTOM MpUKas, Noxvpana ero ThiCAYbio

rofIoAHbIX PTOB.

Sy L

Y3HaB aTy uctopuio n3 BugeHus, s, Teakar, CoxpaHio ee B namsiT 4o KoHua
XKN3HW. 3TO MOsi Howa. OTo Mou gap. M ato mow ponr — pacckasbiBaTtb
Takue fereHabl BCeM, KTO 3aX04eT UX yCribilLaTh.

OT1a cTpaHa 6orblie He CTpajaeT OT HalwecTBusi Kpbic. U criyxu o
MPOKNATLSIX APYMAOB 1 CKPbIBAIOLLMXCS BO TbMe TBapsix yTuxin. Ee Hapoay
HWUYTO He yrpoxaer.

Ho u no ceii peHb, ecrnu okaxerecb TaM, Bbl HEBOMbHO byaere
OrnsAbIBaTLCS Yepes M71e40 U BCMaTpuBaTbCsl B TEMHble 3aKOyrikv, Korga
ugete o Ho4YHbIM yrmuam. 6o naTHa KpoBu HEBO3MOXHO CMbITb [0 KOHLA.

B atoii nereHae Bavinym He 6bin repoem, HO He 6blil OH U 31104€EM.
o cytn cBoeli OH Obinl NULIb ManbYMkoM, Yblo AyLly paspyLunsn 3TOT
mup. Manb4mkoMm, 3axoTeBLUMM 3acTaBUTb TeX, KTO Mpu4nHun emy 6orib,
rnoyyBcTBOBaTh 3Ty 60/b Ha COBCTBEHHOM LKype. Tak MOXHO ckasatb 1 O
Kupeke, KoTopbivi cam oka3aricsi BUHoBarT B CBOMX cTpagaHusix. Mup coctont
He u3 repoeB u 31o04eeB. A ckopee u3 noaev, nx 6onu u ux yTpar. BaxHo
JINLWb TO, YTO 3TW NKOAN AenarT co cBoel 6Oorbio 1 Kak OHW CrpaBrstoTCs C
yTpatamu. IMEHHO OT 3TOro 3aBUCUT, CTaHYT JI1 OHWU NMepPCOHaXaMu NereHs
— reposiMun Urn 3r104esIMU.

[lycTb OroHb 3TOM IlereHAbl OnanmuT HErpoOLUEHbIX rOCTeN U MOMOXeET

3emrie BEepHYTb yKpageHHoe y Hee.



3. BPIODP aBTop bectcennepos o sepcum New York Times,
cepum Chronicles of Vladimir Tod, a Takkxe BocbMu ApYyrux KHAr (Ha AaHHbI
MomeHT). OH Hanmucan 6orbLUe paccka3oB, YeM MOXET BCIIOMHUTb, U paboTarn
Hag urpamu Poorly Timed Games B ka4yecTBe riiaBHoro cueHapucta. Korga 3.
Bptoap He 3acTaBnsieT yntatenel nnakartb, youB ux nobUMoro nepcoHaxa,
OH 3aHUMaeTcs MpoTUBoAeNicTBMEM BYINIMHIY U MPOCBETUTENbCKO paboTout
B obriactu ncuxudeckoro 3gopoBbsi. 3. bproap xuset B CeHT-Jlynce (wrtar
Muccypm), y Hero npekpacHasi cembsi U TPU MyLUMCTbIX MOBENNTENS, KOTOPbIX

HeKOoTOopbIe /AN Ha3blBarT KOLUKaMmu.



Y TEXAADb MPUMACEH®
FIULE MH®T® UCTO®PUMN.
XAUTE HO®BbIX
PACCKA3®B &T
XEAAAXUN.



